
Table 4-1. ESTIMATED RECREATIONAL USE OF PUBLIC LANDS 
ADMINISTERED BY THE BLM, FISCAL YEAR 2000

Administrative
State  /c/
_______________

Recreation Sites /a/
Thousands

_______________________

Dispersed Areas /b/
Thousands

___________________

Total 
Thousands

___________________

Visits /d/ Visitor Days /e/ Visits Visitor Days Visits Visitor Days

Alaska 351  263    611  813    962  1,076    

Arizona 3,992  14,049    1,005  1,466    4,997  15,515    

California 2,307  3,376    6,093  7,234    8,400  10,610    

Colorado 2,356  1,122    2,400  2,084    4,756  3,206    

Eastern States 69  6    0  0    69  6    

Idaho 2,568  1,653    3,758  2,860    6,326  4,513    

Montana 866  1,384    2,270  2,139    3,136  3,523    

Nevada 1,822  695    3,223  3,415    5,045  4,110    

New Mexico 1,126  480    1,254  1,187    2,380  1,667    

Oregon 3,261  2,371    4,876  6,829    8,137  9,200    

Utah 3,602  3,062    2,567  4,750    6,169  7,812    

Wyoming 1,676  423    1,979  1,862    3,655  2,285    

Total 23,996   28,884    30,036  34,639    54,032  63,523    

/a/ Developed recreation sites and other specific areas that are recognized as “managerially
significant,” where management actions are required to provide specific recreation setting or
activity opportunities, to protect resource values, or to provide visitor safety.  Visitation estimates
are based on a variety of methods at such sites and areas, including sampling, fee receipts,
registrations, traffic counts, observations, or best estimates based on local knowledge. 

/b/ Dispersed areas are the remaining public lands that are open to recreation use but, that do not
contain developed or managerially significant recreation sites.  Visitation estimates in dispersed
areas are generally best estimates based on local knowledge. 
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/c/ The Arizona State Office administers BLM public lands in California along the Colorado River; 
the Eastern States Office administers BLM public lands in the 31 States east of and bordering on
the Mississippi River; the Montana State Office administers BLM public lands in North and
South Dakota; the New Mexico State Office administers BLM public lands in Kansas,
Oklahoma, and Texas; the Oregon State Office administers BLM public lands in Washington;
and the Wyoming State Office administers BLM public lands in Nebraska.

/d/ A visit is the entry of any person for recreational purposes onto lands and related waters
administered by the BLM, regardless of duration.

/e/ A visitor day is a common unit of measure of recreation use among Federal agencies.  One
visitor day represents an aggregate of twelve visitor hours at a site or area.

Source:  BLM’s Recreation Management Information System Reports #23a, #64a, and #65a.


